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Conferences and business meetings can go ahead at Level 2.5  

 
Conventions & Incentives New Zealand (CINZ) is asking the government to be more transparent 
about the difference between events in a controlled environment, such as conference venues, 
and social gatherings. 
 
CINZ Chief Executive Lisa Hopkins says it is crucial people understand that conferences and 
business meetings can go ahead at Level 2.5 in Auckland, and at Level 2 in the rest of the 
country. “The Government has now given clear advice to event organisers on its Major Events 
website, as well as the Covid-19 website,” she says. 
 
“Visits to public and event venues are not classified as social gatherings, which in Auckland are 
limited to 10 people or 50 at funerals and tangihanga. This means public and event venues, 
such as conference rooms can have up to 100 customers within any defined space. One-metre 
physical distancing is required and this applies across New Zealand,” she says. 
 
“Reports on social gatherings have been confusing, and that has led to uncertainty and lack of 
confidence for people wanting to book and participate in business events. We want to ensure 
people understand they can continue to book their events. 
 
“We also want people to understand that Aucklanders can attend business events throughout 
the country and reports to the contrary are misleading. 
 
“The business events industry is the most managed and controlled form of assembly. The 
concept of tracking visitors, delegates, speakers and exhibitors has been in place for many 
years. This, combined with a range of measures that can ensure these events comply with 
hygiene and physical distancing, should give confidence to anyone attending a business event,” 
Lisa Hopkins says. 
 
The business events sector’s annual contribution to New Zealand’s economy is approximately 
$5 billion in spend.  
 



“We need government and business to continue to support this industry which will be critical in 
the overall economic and social recovery of the country.” 
 
ENDS 
 
Note to editors: Government information for event organisers can be found here: 
https://www.majorevents.govt.nz/resource-bank/covid-19-advice-for-event-organisers/ 
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Anabel Darby 
Email: anabel@darby.nz 
Tel: 021 668 090 

 
 
 
About Conventions and Incentives New Zealand (CINZ) 

• CINZ www.conventionsnz.co.nz is the official, membership-based association of New 
Zealand’s conference and business events industry with more than 460 members across 
a broad range of sectors. 

• CINZ takes a leadership role in increasing meetings, incentives, conference and events 
business for the benefit of its members, principal stakeholders and the New Zealand 
economy. 

• CINZ works to actively promote the sector, providing advocacy with central government 
and offering assistance, information, professional development and real business 
opportunities to its members. 

• CINZ manages New Zealand’s only national annual trade show MEETINGS, which 
generated over $64 million during its two days in Auckland in 2019.  

• MEETINGS 2020 was postponed, and CINZ plans to replace this event with BE 
Reconnected, in December 2020. 

• CINZ Approved PCO Group are qualified to handle the most complicated of domestic 
and international association conferences. Not only are CINZ Approved PCOs required 
to meet strict criteria, they are bound by a Code of Ethics, Rules and Responsibilities 
determined by CINZ.  

• For more information about the CINZ Approved PCO Group click here 
 
Further reference: CINZ Guidelines for Alert Level 2 
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